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March 10 2021 

Heading 

Day 1: The opening battles. 
After four years of intense work, it was time to race. As highlighted in yesterday’s press confer-
ence, there is a magical moment in America’s Cup history, with the big question mark on the rela-
tive speeds of the two boats - a mystery to be revealed today on the first leg of the first race out on 
Course E. Who would be faster? Defender or Challenger? Or would it be close? With a 13-15knot 
breeze from the NW, both Emirates Team New Zealand and Luna Rossa Prada Pirelli were focused 
and fired up, ready for the first clash of the 36th America’s Cup presented by Prada. 

Race 1. 

With Emirates Team New Zealand entering on port, they chose to sail deep, then lead out to the boundary. 
Luna Rossa Prada Pirelli followed, engaging them below the line, and giving Emirates Team New Zealand 
skipper Peter Burling a glimpse of the line to windward of the Italians - and he took it, starting strongly to 
windward at speed and on time, quickly gaining a lead of 18 metres on their opposition. For race one of 
the 36th America’s Cup presented by Prada, this forced the Italians into a choice - hold on to the leeward 
position and try to gauge the speed of Emirates Team New Zealand, or throw a high risk manoeuvre to try 
for a foul. Luna Rossa Prada Pirelli co-helmsman Jimmy Spithill luffed hard, trying for the protest and 
failed, slowing him and allowing Emirates Team New Zealand to ease ahead. Heading up to the first wind-
ward gate that lead extended to 160 metres, and rounding the top gate 14 seconds ahead of Luna Rossa 
Prada Pirelli, the focus now for Burling, Tuke and Ashby was to sail cleanly and keep a close cover on their 
opposition. This they did, extending to 380 metres on leg two and 314 metres on leg 3. Both teams split at 
the bottom gate of leg 4, but this had little impact, with Burling heard to say, “lets take the easy option”, 
keeping it simple and rounding the final top gate 230 metres and 20 seconds ahead. Emirates Team New 
Zealand kept it tight to extend on the final leg to the finish, extending to 550 metres, winning race 1 by 31 
seconds. 

As Peter Burling commented on race 1. “Really happy with the pre-start and how the team has the boat in 
good shape. We should have probably hit them harder on the second beat, but happy with the boat and to 
finally get into racing. It’s been three months or so since we last raced - and great to compete against an-
other boat rather than our chase boat.”  

Race 2. 

With both teams changing down to smaller jibs for the increased shifty and gusty conditions, they were 
keen to reset and get into the second race of the day. Luna Rossa Prada Pirelli entered on port, heading 
out to the boundary to gybe back to the line, with Emirates Team New Zealand staying high, tacking back 
in then soaking down to engage. Coming back in late allowed Luna Rossa Prada Pirelli the lead to the line, 
and as in race 1, control of the race course in these conditions was strongly with the boat in front. Both 
boats sailed in the high mode up the first leg, looking for a chink in their opponents armour, but the boat 
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speeds looked similar and so it was all about minimizing mistakes. Luna Rossa Prada Pirelli kept it tight 
and headed into the first gate extending a 70 metre lead out to almost 300 metres after rounding the first 
gate ahead by 13 seconds. 

Legs 2 and 3 saw Emirates Team New Zealand work hard to get out of phase with the covering Italians 
and make some gains. This they did on leg 5, eating hard into the lead of Luna Rossa Prada Pirelli, with 
12 seconds the gap at the final top gate. With Burling and Ashby pushing hard looking for added breeze, 
the gap on the finish line was reduced to just 7 seconds, leveling the scores on the opening day of the 36th 
America’s Cup presented by Prada to one win apiece. 

As Jimmy Spithill commented at the end of the day “We just kept the boat going well, and it was a good 
sign of strength to bounce back after that first race. I think it was one of those race tracks where the lead 
boat had the advantage - picking the time to tack or gybe. It is great to be competitive!” 

For Peter Burling, it was an honest appraisal of race 2. “We didn’t get the best start, not quite doing the 
best job of the roundup, and ending up skidding sideways and falling into them - which was a shame, and 
we looked a bit rusty there. What was really good was to be able to get back into them on that last beat. It 
is no secret we haven’t raced for a while - it was great to get the first win, but one mistake and life is pretty 
hard for the rest of the race. There is plenty to debrief and we know the team that wins the last race wins 
the event, so we are happy to get a win on the board and move onto the weekend. it felt like the boats 
were pretty even today - but we are happy we have a tool to win this.” 

maxon Group tel. +61 2 9457 7477. 

maxon Group is an Official Supplier to Emirates Team New Zealand. We follow the progress of their jour-
ney as Defender in the 36th America’s Cup campaign, March 2021.  

Length of this update: 955  words  

First published on the internet at:   https://emirates-team-new-zealand.americas-
cup.com/en/news/510_DAY-1-THE-OPENING-BATTLES.html  

Re-pressed at:    www.maxongroup.net.au  
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Emirates Team New Zealand 
info@emiratesteamnz.com 
www.emirates-team-new-zealand.americascup.com  
Twitter @EmiratesTeamNZ   
#ETNZ 
#AC36 
#AC75 

 

The Swiss specialist for quality drives 
maxon is a developer and manufacturer of brushed and brushless DC motors. as well as gearheads, encoders, controllers, and entire 
mechatronic systems. maxon drives are used wherever the requirements are particularly high: in NASA's Mars rovers, in surgical power 
tools, in humanoid robots and in precision industrial applications, for example. To maintain its leadership in this demanding market, the 
company invests a considerable share of its annual revenue in research and development. Worldwide, maxon has more than 3000 
employees at nine production sites and is represented by sales companies in more than 30 countries. 
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