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January 13, 2020 

Update: Emirates Team New Zealand 

Clarification of next steps for the Wind Limits / Match Conditions Dispute with the 
Challengers. 

Principally due to a disagreement over Wind Limits for racing in Auckland, the Match Conditions 
were unable to be agreed with the Challenger of Record by the due date of 20 December 2019. 

As required by the Protocol, the issue has now been referred to the Arbitration Panel for mediation be-
tween the Defender and Challenger of Record. A successful mediation will require agreement between the 
Parties but if unsuccessful then the Protocol requires the Arbitration Panel to make a decision on the is-
sues of disagreement by 20 March 2020.  

By way of background, the America's Cup Deed of Gift requires racing rules and conditions to be agreed 
by mutual consent between the Defender and Challenger but with the modern day America's Cup involving 
multi challengers this is modified by the Protocol under which all teams enter. Under the AC 36 Protocol, 
the Challenger of Record has the responsibility to represent all Challengers and that responsibility involves 
consulting with other Challengers before taking a position with the Defender on issues such as race condi-
tions.  

The Defender does not deal with the other Challengers direct on such issues but works on the basis that 
the Challenger of Record is presenting the collective position of the Challengers when undertaking such 
negotiations, not just the view of its own sailing team, Luna Rossa. In fact, in the various negotiations Emir-
ates Team New Zealand has had with the Challenger of Record there have been many practical examples 
where the COR has made specific reference to the views of the other Challengers when taking a particular 
stance. 

Emirates Team New Zealand was therefore very surprised to learn that the current stance of the Chal-
lenger of Record in relation to wind limits does not reflect the collective position of all Challengers. The De-
fender's position on the Wind Limits is what is needed to ensure a quality event in Auckland for the benefit 
of the New Zealand public, international visitors and the world audience.  

maxon motor Australia tel. +61 2 9457 7477.  

maxon motor Australia is an Official Supplier to Emirates Team New Zealand. We follow the progress of 
their journey as Defender in the 36th America’s Cup campaign, March 2021. 

 

Length of this update: 379 words  



Clarification of next steps for the Wind Limits / Match Conditions Dispute with the Challengers. 

 

 Page 2 of 2 

First published on the internet at:   https://emirates-team-new-zealand.americascup.com/  

Re-pressed at:    www.maxongroup.net.au  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

maxon motor Australia Pty Ltd 
Unit 1, 12-14 Beaumont Road  
Mt Kuring-Gai NSW 2080  
Tel:  +61 2 9457 7477 
sales.au@maxongroup.com  
www.maxongroup.net.au  
Twitter  @maxongroupAus  

Emirates Team New Zealand 
 
https://emirates-team-new-zealand.americascup.com   
Twitter @EmiratesTeamNZ   
 
#ETNZ 
#AC36 

 

 

The Swiss specialist for quality drives 
maxon is a developer and manufacturer of brushed and brushless DC motors. as well as gearheads, encoders, controllers, and entire 
mechatronic systems. maxon drives are used wherever the requirements are particularly high: in NASA's Mars rovers, in surgical power 
tools, in humanoid robots and in precision industrial applications, for example. To maintain its leadership in this demanding market, the 
company invests a considerable share of its annual revenue in research and development. Worldwide, maxon has more than 3000 
employees at nine production sites and is represented by sales companies in more than 30 countries. 
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